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The President's Report 
To the Trustees of Bridgewater College: 
There is submitted herewith the report of the seventy-third ses­
sion of the college which ended on June 30, 1953. This condensed 
report embraces data drawn from the records of the dean of the col­
lege, the treasurer of the college, and treasurer of the Board of 
Trustees, and the director of the Development Program. 
Faculty Changes 
A number of changes occurred in the faculty for 1952-53. Dr. 
J. M. Henry, professor of history, who had served as head of the de­
partment for twenty-four years retired in June of 1952. Dr. Henry
had been an outstanding teacher and a valuable man on the staff
throughout his career at Bridgewater. He and Mrs. Henry now re­
side in their comfortable home at 312 Broad Street in Bridgewater.
Other changes occurred in the department of English with Bet/y 
G. Geiser taking the place of William Lee Pryor, and Robert H. New­
comb that of Mary Louise Truxal. DeForest L. Strunk became as­
sistant professor of psychology in the vacancy created by the resigna­
tion of Willard B. Frick. Galen B. Fahnestock succeeded Erlene
Andes in the commerce department, and Carl J. Shultz became direc­
tor of the orchestra and band and instructor in wind and brass instru­
ments in the place of Clifford T. Marshall. Edward T. Chandler was
added to the staff in physical education. Raymond T. Phibbs was
appointed superintendent of buildings and grounds to succeed John
T. Fike, and Edgar F. Wilkerson became Counselor on Admissions
in the second semester.
Alumni Activities 
0. P. Jones, Class of 1916 Blue Ridge College, of Unionville, 
Maryland, was elected president of the Alumni Association for the 
year of 1953-54. The alumni scholarship of $100 was awarded to Paul 
·Wampler, of Bassett, Class of 1954. There are now sixteen chapters 
of the Alumni Association-six in Virginia, four in Maryland, and one 
each in the District of Columbia, West Virginia, Chicago, Florida,
California, and Tennessee. The total gifts of alumni to the college
during the year were $59,223 and were contributed by 852 alumni.
Religious Activities 
The religious organizations were very active throughout the year, 
giving numerous programs in many sections of the Southeastern Re­
gion. The Clericus Chorus gave approximately 24 programs in church­
es, and the Glee Club had a schedule of 20 programs. The Student 
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Christian Movement and the Fellowship of Reconciliation also were 
active both on and off the campus. The Spiritual Life Ins.titute was 
held in January with Raiph W. Schlosser, Edward K. Ziegler, and 
J. Calvin Bright as speakers. The college facilities were made avail­
able to a number of religious conferences during the summer includ­
ing the c'hristian Ashram, Women's Work and Children's Workers
Conferences, Youth Temperance Council of Virginia, and the week-day
religious education teachers conference just prior to the opening of the
public schools. All of these conferences brought to the college and
community a real spiritual uplift. 
Commencement 
The seventy-third commencement was held on June 1 with fifty­
seven graduates. The address was given by Dr. Paul N. Garber, 
Bishop of the Virginia and North Carolina Conferences of the Metho­
dist Church. Degrees were granted to five students in August at the 
close of the summer school. At the alumni banquet, the late Rufus 
D. Bowman, president of Bethany Biblic'al Seminary, was granted
the alumni award of the year posthumously. The award was received
by Mrs. Rufus D. Bowman. Special recognition was given to the
Minor C. Miller family as their eighth and last child received the
baccalaureate degree from Bridgewater at this commencement. 
Enrollment Data 
Men enrolled ....................................... ........................ ......................................... ........................ .237 
Women enrolled ....................................... ..................................................................................... 148 
Enrollment by Church Districts: 
Florida and Georgia .............. . 
Mardela ............................................... . 
6 
5 
Eastern Maryland ...................................................................................................... 32 
Middle Maryland .......................................................................................................... 5
•Wes tern Maryland ......................... :............................................................................ 6 
North and South Carolina ................................................................................. 2 
Tennessee and Alabama ...................................................................................... . 
Eastern Virginia ............................................................................................................ 31 
First Virginia ................................................ ................................................................ 35 
Northern Virginia ...................................................................................................... 85 
Second Virginia ............................................................................................................ 110 
Southern Virginia ......................................................................................................... 35 
First West Virginia ........................... ____ ............................. 10 
Second West Virginia ............................................................................................. 0 
Outside Southeastern Region ................................. ..................................... 22 
Total enrollment ................................. ..................................... 385 
Summer Session 1952 ........................................................................... 70 
Grand Total (less duplicates) ............................................................. ..408 
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The above figures show a decline of 13 students over the previous year. 
This decline was occasioned largely by the drafting of young men for 
military service. The number of men resident students decreased by 
16 per cent while the numbet' of women resident students increased by 
19.6 per cent. There was a slight decrease in non-resident students 
among both men and women. Of the 385 students enrolled, 59% 
were members of the Church of the Brethren in comparison with 
58% for the previous session. 
Due to the decline in enrollment during the past year and the in­
crease in operating costs, we lwere not as fortunate in balancing our 
budget as in former years. The auditor's report shows that we in­
curred a deficit of $14,839 for the session of 1952-53. Since all gifts 
received from offerings in churches on College Sunday and gifts from 
alumni and friends were placed in the Development Program fund, 
the Board decided to transfer a sufficient amount from the Develop­
ment Fund to the operating budget to take care of the deficit. 
The Development Program 
The Ten-year Development Program with Rufus B. King as 
director and A. R. Showalter as solicitor among the churches is pro­
gressing nicely, and we have reason to be encouraged. From July 1, 
1952, to July 1, 1953, $346,991 was received in cash and pledges for 
this program. Of this amount $11,000 is in the form of annuities. 
·Since July 1, 1950, when the Development Program was inaugurated,
$322,496 has been received in cash and pledges.
The New Science Building 
The new science building was dedicated on June 1, and the sum­
mer session was held in this building. The estimated cost of this 
building was $425,000, but I am happy to report that the actual cost 
was approximately $404,544, including equipment. This building is 
filling a very great need on our campus and will be a valuable asset 
to the institution during the years ahead. 
The Virginia Foundation of Colleges 
The Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges is now getting 
underway with Lea Booth as Executive Director. The aim is to con­
tact corporations or leading business firms for gifts to private colleges 
of the state. The total of $22,000 was received during the year in 
gifts and divided among the 12 member colleges according to the form­
ula, 60% equally, and 40% on the basis of enrollment. A more ex­
tensive solicitation is planned for the fa]] months of 1953. 
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Looking Ahead 
The international situation and the drafting of young men for 
military service continµes to create a condition of uncertainty for the 
college. The fact that 
0
Virginia is changing from an eleven to a twelve 
year school system also affects our enrollment. In 1954, Rockingham 
county from which we receive almost one-third of our students will 
have no graduating class. However, the fact that we began the ses­
sion of 1953 with an increase of 10% in enrollment generates some 
optimism. We are constantly striving to improve our methods of re­
cruiting desirable students. 
Looking beyond the next few years, the future of Bridgewater 
College seems promising, and we should continue to plan for a normal 
student body of 500 or more. We should carry forward our develop­
ment program with increasing vigor and prepare for the clay when we 
shall have a larger number of students applying for admission. 
Respectfully sub mi ttecl, 
Warren D. Bowman 
President 
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TOT AL CURRENT FUNDS 
LOAN FUNDS 
Cash in Bank 5,411.45 
N ates Receiv;ble 11,643.98 
Stock 2,000.00 
TOTAL LOAN FUNDS 
ENDOWMENT AND OTHER NON-EXPENDABLE 
A. Endowment Funds
Bowman Endowment Fund
Cash in bank .00 
Investments 152,140.10 159,218.51 
College Endowment Fund 
Cash in bank .00 
Investments 191,489.63 197,518.18 
Daleville Endowment Fund 
Cash in bank 4,290.20 
Investments 72,209.80 76,500.00 
Class Loyalty Fund 
Cash in bank 1,532.21 
Investments 4,074.00 5,606.21 
John Kline Memorial Fund 
Cash in bank 1,318.82 
Investments 5,350.00 6,668.82 
Luken's Scholarship Fund 
Cash in bank 1,730.97 
Investments 1,804.97 3,535.94 
W. E. -Wine Endowment Fund 






B. 1A�ti-�ity Funds 
Due from Plant Fund 91,800.00 
Due from College Endowment 5,200.00 97,000.00 
TOT AL ENDOWMENT & 
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A. Bonds (U. S. Government)
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Notes Receivable
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,i,,S'"r, Real Estate-Bi:1iltl1'ngs 1,134.261.71 
Less Other Invested 
548,847.66 
in Plant 
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V. AGENCY FUNDS
Wampler Visual Ed. Fund 
Fike Scholarship Fund 
Foreign Relations Fund 
Blue Ridg� College Funds: 
Blue Ridge Scholarship Fund 
Stoner-Roop Memorial Fund 
Blue Ridge Alumni Fund 






























HARRY A. DRIVER, Treasurer of the Board of Trustees 
CECIL C. IKENBERRY, Treasurer of Bridgewater College 
CERTIFICATE OF THE AUDITORS 
We certify that, in our opinion, the attached Balance Sheet re­
flects the true financial position of the college at June 30, 1953 and 
the statement of Current Income and Expenses are fair and correct 
statements of operations for the years ended with that date. 
Respectfully submitted 
FRED P. EDWARDS COMPANY 
Certified Public Accountants 
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GIFTS TO THE TEN-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
OF BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE BY CHURCH DISTRICTS 
OF THE SOUTHEASTERN REGION 
July 1, 1950 to June 30, 1953 
Past Fiscal Year 
1952-195,3 
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D.undalk 771.00 
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Long Green Valley 10.00 
Meadow Branch 2,410.75 
Monocacy 39.86 
Piney Creek 
Pipe Creek 236.50 
Reisterstown• 
Evergreen 













































































Melvin Hill 88.04 
New Haven 27.00 
Pleasant Grove 24.40 
139.44 
TENNESSEE 
Beaver Creek 17 5.00 
Cedar Creek 50.00 
Cedat Grove 103.00 
Frenc11 � Broad 578.78 
Fruitdale, Ala. 5.00 
Hawthorne 103.60 
Jackson Park 402.50 
Johnson City 659.51 
Kingsport 511.35 
Knob Creek 15.00 
Liberty 25.00 
Limestone 241.52 
Meadow Branch 176.00 
Mountain Valley 457.51 
New Hope 474.35 
Pleasant Hill 884.63 
Pleasant Valley 232.15 
Pleasant View 385.00 
Walnut Grove 
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July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953 




Wes tern Maryland 







First West Virginia 
Second ,West Virginia 
TOTAL OF CHURCH GIFTS 
(This total includes gifts 
sent direct from church 
treasurers and gifts ·and 
pledges made by individuals 
with credit to their church.) 



































REGIONAL GIFTS 3,757.98 
GIFTS AND PLEDGES FROM 
NON-BRETHREN SUPPORTERS 
OR FROM OUTSIDE THE REGION 
GRAND TOTAL OF GIFTS AND 
PLEDGES FROM ALL SOURCES 




Percentage of gifts from Church of the Brethren Members-90%. 
McCLuAc Co .. SuuNTON. VA 
BULLETIN 
BRI DGE:W ATE:R COLLE:GE: 
. 
' · · ,1 
ANNUAL REPORT 
of t:he officers of t:he college 
for t:he session·/ 952 - 1953 
BRIDGEWATER 
VIRGINIA 
